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MONUMENT TO ST. VOLODYMYR THE BAPTIST
IN THE REPORTS ON STUDENTS’ AND PUPILS’ EXCURSIONS

TO KYIV (THE EARLY 20™ CENT.)

The article deals with the key features of the inclusion of Saint Volodymyr’s monument
in the reports on the students’ and pupils’ excursions to Kyiv in the early 20" cent. Taking into
account the fact that not all reports of excursions were published, the author examined published
reports of 45 groups from different localities of Russian Empire. 12 groups represented women's
eparchial special schools, 8§ — gymnasiums, 8 — church-parish schools, 6 — theological seminaries,
2 each — spiritual schools and real schools, 1 each — theological academy, school of literacy, women s
church-teachers school, and railway special school. It is possible to conclude, that the monument to
St. Volodymyr was an optional, interim, but important part of the tourist routes that passed through
Kyiv. The monument is located in an open 24 hours a day space where, unlike the church or museum,
was no attendant who could meet and inform the group. So, the time in which tourists came here, the
sights that had to be visited before and after, depended primarily on the leader of a particular group
(one of the teachers of certain educational institution). The most detailed reports (especially written
by students) indicate that not all groups underwent additional training for the excursion to Kyiv in
advance. Probably because of the thick trees, the groups that looked at the monument from above
did not distinguish it too much from the general background. It was not the own sake of the leaders
to show the students the cross in the light of electric lighting, which deeply impressed those who saw
it. Probably, those who had not enough time in Kyiv did not always have the opportunity to wait for
the darkness to visit Volodymyrska hill. The author sees the prospect in comparison of the inclusion
of Saint Volodymyr's monument and the other monuments located in open urban space in the reports

on the students’ and pupils’ excursions.

Key words: Kyiv of the early 20" cent., tourist, excursion, monument to St. Volodymyr the Baptist.

Formulation of the problem. After the circulars by
the Ministry of Public Education Ne 20185 of August 2,
1900 and August 15, 1902 on the recommendation to
arrange educational walks and travels for student youth
[50, c. 48], despite the presence of some sceptics [34,
c. 133], such events became widespread throughout
the Russian Empire at all levels of education. Accord-
ing to the Minister, educational walks, excursions and
trips should bring families and schools, teachers and
students closer, and as a result ensure the prosperity of
the educational institution [63, p. 13]. Therefore, the
study of youth educational excursions, in particular
their itineraries and organizational aspects of conduct-
ing them, will make it possible to significantly deepen
the understanding of the development of not only the
tourism infrastructure itself, but also education in the
Russian Empire in general and its individual regions in
particular [17, c. 22].

The monument to Holy Prince Volodymyr the
Baptist on Volodymyrska hill was described in detail
in various guidebooks at that time. In some of them

it was additionally emphasized that the cross in the
prince’s hands is effectively illuminated by light bulbs
[1,c.103; 38, c. 71; 48, c. 35; 49, c. 37] (electric light-
ing was conducted in 1895 [15, c. 4]), some authors
did not talk about it [51, c. 159]. Volodymyrska hill
was the first free park in Kyiv [35, c. 4], therefore,
everyone could visit it and see the monument up close,
regardless of wealth. Therefore, the inclusion of the
monument in excursion routes needs to be studied.
An analysis of the latest research and publications.
Despite the fact that Kyiv was one of the most
popular tourist destinations for the outlined period
[6, c. 117], only sporadic articles [2; 17] directly deal
with educational excursions to it. The role of main
sites of the city in excursions is scantily explored.
Formulation of the goals of the article
The purpose of this work is to identify key fea-
tures of the inclusion of Saint Volodymyr’s monu-
ment in the reports on the pupils and student groups
from other urban or rural communities that visited
Kyiv in the early 20™ cent.
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Outline of the main research material

Some [For example: 8, ¢. 372, 476, 477, 527; 9,
c. 251-252-258, 268; 11, c. 77; 12, c. 81] reports on
excursions were published, mainly in periodicals.
To reveal the topic, the reports of 44 groups from
different localities of Russian Empire were examined.
12 of the mentioned groups represented women’s epar-
chial special schools, 8 — gymnasiums, 8 — church-par-
ish schools, 6 —theological seminaries, 2 each — spiritual
special schools and real schools, 1 each — school of lit-
eracy, theological academy, women’s church-teachers
school, and railway special school.

Some groups, such as from the school of literacy in
the village of Hlyboke, Poltava eparchy (1901) from
the church-parish school at the church of St. Nicholas
in the town of Senchi, Poltava eparchy (1904), from
Chisinau Theological Seminary (1910), and from War-
saw 4™ Gymnasium (1912), did not go to Volodymyr-
ska hill at all [44, c. 1000-1004; 54, c. 1813-1814; 60,
c. 97-101; 39, c. 1038-1041]. Most likely, the group
from Sankt Petersburg Theological Academy also did
not visit Volodymyrska Hill during the excursion of
June 5 — July 23, 1903 [47, c. 7-8]. The report of the
representatives of Chernihiv Theological Seminary
(1910) describes Liubech in more detail than Kyiv
[41, c. 404-407], the reports of the representatives
of Kholm Theological Seminary (1904) [18, c. 479-480],
Sankt-Petersburg Theological Special School named
after Alexander Nevsky (1909) [29, c. 55-56], Yaro-
slavl Women’s Eparchial Jonathan Special School
(1912) [30, c. 193], Transbaikalian Women’s Epar-
chial Special School (1913) [31, c. 477-478] and
Kaluga Real Special School (1913) [53, c. 6], as well
as oral report during teacher training courses on the
excursion of Katerynoslav Railway Special School
[5, c. 284-285] are not detailed in general, so it is
unknown whether they visited Volodymyrska hill.

In the summer of 1902, a group from the Yeka-
terinodar Women’s Eparchial Special School, in
addition to shrines and museums in Kyiv, inspected:
«monument at the place of baptism of Kyivans and
other church-historical monuments'» [28, c. 43]. The
report on the excursion of Kholm Teachers’ Seminary
(1912) describes Kyiv without many details because
its author N. Mglintsev did not visit this city with his
group. However, the material contains a mention that
the tourists visited the shrines and sights of Kyiv and:
« monuments, as well as admiring magnificent views
of the city and the Dnipro from the mountains®»

! «mamsitHuKb HA MbeTh kpemienist KieBisiab u apyrist epKOBHO-
HCTOPUYECKISI TAMSITHUKID).

? (MaMATHUKH, @ TaKkKe JII0OOBAINCH Chb TOPH POCKOLIHBIMH
BugamMu ropona u Jubmpay.
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[22, c. 53]. So, probably, this groups climbed Volo-
dymyrska hill.

The reports of some groups contain mentions
about the visit to Volodymyrska hill, but not about
a monument to St. Volodymyr. The report on the
trip of group from a two-year school from the town
of Chernyatyn, Podillya eparchy (1903), described
the impressions of «Golgotha» panorama on Volod-
ymyrska hill [22, ¢. 914, 917], as well as the reports
on the trips of groups from Volyn Women’s Eparchial
Special School (1903), Pinsk Spiritual Special School
(1903), and from Mogilev Theological Seminary
(1911) [7, ¢. 507; 32, c. 701-702; 57, c. 722].

Pupils and teachers of the church-parochial school
from khutor Vereskuny, Poltava eparchy visited (June
29, 1903) after lunch the exhibition of pictures in
Kyiv Historical Museum, Tsar and Merchant Gar-
dens, Volodymyrska hill, monument to St. Volo-
dymyr and «Golgotha» panorama [55, c. 1033].
Pupils and teachers of Kazan gymnasiums during
a day in Kyiv (summer of 1910) visited: «Kyiv-Pe-
chersk Lavra, Cathedral of St. Sophia, Tithe church,
monument of St. Volodymyr and other attractions®»
[36, c. 111], therefore, they singled out the monument
among the «other attractions». Graduates and teach-
ers of Vologda Women’s Eparchial Special School
took a view of the monuments to St. Volodymyr and
Bohdan Khmelnytsky (late June, 1911) [20, c. 243].
The group from Dmitriev two-year church-parish
school (Don eparchy) went to see Volodymyrska
hill with the monument to St. Volodymyr, «Tsar»
ground, «Golgotha» panorama and several electro-
biographers at 6:00 AM (26 June, 1910) [37, c. 783,
792]. Group from Krolevets Gymnasium (Cherni-
hiv eparchy) also visited Volodymyrska hill with
the monument to St. Volodymyr and «Golgotha»
panorama during the stay in Kyiv (30 May, 1914)
[2, c. 36-37]. The group from the Mariupol railway
special school (Late December of 1913) visited the
monuments to the Aleksander the 3%, P. Stolypin, St.
Olha, Bohdan Khmelnytsky, Baptism of Kyivans, as
well as St. Volodymyr, St. Sophia. St. Mykhail and St.
Volodymyr cathedrals, St. Michael’s Golden-Domed
monastery, Kyiv Caves lavra and Golden gates
[59, c. 13]. However, these reports contain no details
about the tourists’ impressions.

F. Kashmensky prepared a very detailed descrip-
tion of the trip of Kursk Teachers’ Seminary to
Kyiv during Easter Week (April 8), 1901. The
author noted which books the group used to prepare

3 «KieBo-Ileuepckyro JlaBpy, cobopb cB. Codin, IeCITHHHYIO
LIEpKOBb, TMaMSATHUKB CB. BraguMipy ¥ OCTaJlbHBII JOCTO-
npumbyarensHOCTIY.
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for their excursion, and also indicated that he went to
Kyiv first, two days earlier, to see the most important
places in advance and book accommodation for tour-
ists [16, c. 6-7]. F. Kashmensky visited Volodymyrska
hill before the group’s arrival and pointed out that he
admired the Dnipro from the site where the monument
to St. Volodymyr stands. It was probably in the middle
of the day, because after that he managed to visit the
museum [16, ¢. 10—11]. Further in the publication there
is a mention that the group contemplated the monu-
ment and the paths around it on the way to Kyiv Caves
lavra (in daylight): « monument of St. Volodymyr with
the consecrating (sic!) mountain and the Dnipro cross
in his right hand'» [16, c. 13—14]. After the evening in
Lavra, the tourists went directly to the monument. Part
of its description is taken from guidebooks to Kyiv,
which students read in Kursk. Impressions are recorded
mainly from the scenery and the park in general, and
there is no mention of the lighting of the cross, because
the group left the site too early: «it was already getting
dark, and we had to return to the Lavra®» [3, c. 130-131;
16, c. 6, 20-21; 45, c¢. 70-71]. M. Sementovsky did
not mention lighting at all [45, c¢. 70-71], but there
left the outdated information about gas lanterns, not
electric lamps, even in 1897 edition of the guidebook
by V. Bublyk [3, c. 131]. Probably, mentioned word
«ocrbmaromumby [16, c. 13] is a misspelled word
«OCBATIAIOIIMMBY («sanctifying).

The head of the group from the First Vilnius
Gymnasium (summer 1901) M. Serebryakov empha-
sized that the monument to St. Volodymyr, partially
covered by trees, is visible when approaching Kyiv
by steamboat [46, c¢. 14—15]. After settling in Kyiv,
the group spent the first evening visiting the monu-
ment to the Baptism of Kyivans and the monument
to St. Volodymyr. It is emphasized how impressive
the cross, illuminated by two rows of electric bulbs,
shines against the background of dense greenery and
a dark sky. Quite a lot of attention is paid to the views
from the Volodymyr hill [46, c¢. 17-18].

In Summer of 1902 the teacher of the church-par-
ish school in the village of Velemichi, Minsk eparchy
A. Rozdialovskaya led her pupils to see the monu-
ment to St. Volodymyr on the advice of Kyiv arch-
priest M. Yedlinsky. The group was very impressed
with the surrounding beauty and did not want to
go further but also managed to visit St. Volodymyr
cathedral before 5 PM [43, c. 509], so it was the mid-
dle of the day. Therefore, the electric lighting of the
monument has not been turned on yet.

! «mamsTHEKS cB. Bmagumipa ¢b ocbmaronmms (sic!) ropsr u
Jubnpsb kpecTomb Bb MpaBoi pykhy.

2 «y’Ke CMEpKaoCh, U HAMb HY)KHO OBbLIO BO3BPATHTHCS B JIABPY».

In the summer of 1908, a group from the girls’
gymnasiums of Orenburg visited the Volodymyr hill
after a day full of visits to various sights, right from
the Kyiv Caves lavra. The report emphasizes that the
electric lights on the cross are turned on in the eve-
nings on holidays [58, c. 22-23], but it is not specified
whether this information is taken from somewhere or
just an assumption.

The case of students of Krasnoyarsk Theological
Seminary (June 13, 1908) is interesting because only
three of them (including N. Ustavshchikov, the author
of report) with one of the teachers went to Khresh-
chatyk and Merchant Garden and spent there an hour
from 10 to 11:30 PM. They were very impressed
by the monument, especially its illuminated cross.
However, as it is indicated it the report of this group:
«Admiring the Dnipro, the sky and the wonderful
air, we accidentally noticed on the opposite right
side (that is, ours) the illumination of some object’»
[52, c¢. 30-31]. Therefore, the inspection of this pic-
turesque site was not planned in advance.

Group from Vyatka Women’s Eparchial Special
School visited Volodymyrska hill in the evening (22
June, 1911). According to the author of the report
V. Domracheva, everyone looked at the monument,
admired the scenery [14, c. 1086, 1089-1090], and
then suddenly noticed that: «A public burning cross
hung in the air. The cross burns and overflows and
does not let one’s eyes tear away from it. It turns out:
on the cross of Volodymyr’s monument is a mass of
electric bulbs; sometimes the cross is illuminated in
the evening*» [14, c. 1092]. Everyone was delighted
[14, c. 1092]. It is not known whether the teach-
ers were also surprised by the illuminated cross, or
whether they explained to their students what was
going on.

In the report of the group from Tula men’s gymna-
sium, which visited (April 11, 1910) Volodymyrska
hill after Kyiv Caves lavra, Askold’s grave, Alexan-
der Park, Tsar’s Garden and Khreshchatyk, but before
St. Sophia cathedral, the monument is mentioned, but
the impression is conveyed primarily about the land-
scapes of the Dnipro and Kyiv [23, c. 620, 623-624],
as well as in the reports of the groups from Odessa
Women’s Eparchial Special School (June 4-15, 1909),
which went to Volodymyrska hill from Kyiv Caves

3 «JT1o0ysicy JlubnpoMb, HEOOMB M UYYAHBIMB BO3AYXOMb, MBI
CJTy4aifHO 3aMbBTHIIM Ha MPOTUBOIOJIOKHON MpaBod (OTh HACH)
cToponb ocBhIIeHie KAKOTO-TO TIPEIMETAY.

* «I'pomajHblii TOpALIii KpecTh MOBHCH Bb Bo3ayxbh. Kpectdb
TOpUTBH U NEPEIUBACTCA U HE JAeTh OTOPBaTb OTh HETO Ia3b.

OxaspiBaeTcs: Ha Kpecth mamsTHHka Bragmmipa wacca
JNEKTPUYECKUXb  JIaMIIOYeKb; HMHOTAA BEUEPOMB  KPEecTb
ocBhImaoTHy.
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lavra [33, c. 585, 590], from Cherhnihiv Women’s
Eparchial Special School (17 June, 1911) [4, c. 672,
676], and from Archangelsk Women’s Eparchial Spe-
cial School (19 June, 1914), which visited Volody-
myrska hill late at night [21, c. 358-359], but did not
mention the lighting of the monument.

A group of church and parish schools from the
villages of Vysoke and Kolesnyky, Poltava eparchy
(May 14, 1910 [24, c. 1323]) came to Volodymyrska
hill when their leaders decided to go for lunch to Kyiv
Caves lavra from St. Michael’s Golden-Domed mon-
astery slowly and on the way visit the gardens. Near
the monument to St. Volodymyr, they stopped to rest
and admire the scenery. An acquaintance with a cam-
era was accidentally met here, and he offered to take
photos of the tourists. The children and their tutors
stood in front of the monument and took pictures. The
photo was unsuccessful because an inexperienced
amateur took it [25, c. 1422—1423]. Therefore, this
group visited Volodymyrska hill in daylight.

A group from the two-year church-parish school
of the Yelets municipal cathedral, Orel eparchy (May
28, 1910 [62, c. 911]) visited: «Volodymyr, Sophia,
St. Andrew’s cathedrals, monument to St. Volodymyr,
Askold’s grave and other places'» [62, ¢. 912]. The
report describes a monument to st. Volodymyr hold-
ing a huge cross, lit by light bulbs, which seems fiery
at night and gives the monument a surprisingly beau-
tiful appearance [62, c. 912]. The report of the group
from Ustyug (Vologda eparchy) Women’s Eparchial
Special School (6 July, 1912) briefly describes the
appearance of the monument and the surrounding
area visited after the worship of Lavra shrines, and
mentions the light bulbs [19, c. 620]. However, it is
not clear whether the groups saw that lights on with
their own eyes because of the style of these reports.

Group from the town of Ustuzhna (Vologda epar-
chy) Women’s Gymnasium of 1. Radetsky (13 June,
1910) went to Volodymyrska hill after lunch. Tourists
looked at Dnipro, Podol, and examined the monu-
ment to St. Volodymyr «with a cross made of electric
bulbs? [40, c. 369-370]. That night they visited the
symphony concert in Merchant Garden and then for
a long time admired the illuminated cross in darkness
[13, c. 370]. Group from Kharkiv Women’s Epar-
chial Special School (15 June, 1910) also visited the
site near the monument and examined it (including
light bulbs) in daylight and looked at the illumina-
tion after the symphony concert in Merchant Gar-
den [13, c. 703]. Group from Chisinau Women’s

! «Bragumipckiit, Codiickiit, AHIpeeBCKiil cOO0PHI, MAMATHUKD
cB. Biagumipy, AckoibpaoBy MOruity U apyris mbcray.

Z«e KpECTOM U3 DJICKTPUUCCKUX JIAMITOYCK) .
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Eparchial Special School (18 June, 1911) spent a lot
of time on Volodymyrska hill in the morning after vis-
iting the St. Michael’s Golden-Domed monastery, in
particular, they paid attention to numerous light bulbs
on the cross [26, c. 85]. This group enjoyed watch-
ing a lighted cross from the Dnipro embankment
after steamer trip [27, c. 119]. Group from Stakheyev
(in the town of Yelabuga, Vyatka eparchy) Women’s
Eparchial Special School listened to the orchestra
from the top of Volodymyrska hill, where they slowly,
trying to remember what they saw, got up at the end
of a day full of impressions immediately after visiting
St. Andrew’s Church (17 June 1912). Tourists first saw
the monument from above: the prince’s head and cross
were visible through the leaves. As they descended,
they inspected both the monument itself and the illu-
minated cross up close [10, c. 66, 77-78]. The group
from Vologda Theological Seminary differs from four
previous ones in that it enjoyed the view of the illumi-
nated cross on the monument (June, 1911) only from
afar, from the Merchant Garden, where they listened to
the symphony orchestra. Probably, these tourists were
also told about light bulbs [61, c. 406] there.

Excursionists from the First Warsaw Boys’ Gym-
nasium named after A. A. Brzezynski (summer 1913)
were allowed by their managers to go for a walk on
Volodymyrska Hill at 8:00 p.m. The schoolboys rec-
ognized what it was a pleasure for them to sit on the
bench at the foot of the monument to St. Volodymyr,
and to listen to the sounds of the symphony orchestra
[42, c. 90-91]. The monument itself is not described
in the report.

Conclusions. Therefore, it is possible to conclude,
that the monument to St. Volodymyr was an optional,
interim, but important part of the tourist routes that
passed through Kyiv. The monument is located in an
open 24 hours a day space where, unlike the church or
museum, was no attendant who could meet and inform
the group. So, the time in which tourists came here, the
sights that had to be visited before and after, depended
primarily on the leader of a particular group (one of the
teachers of certain educational institution). The most
detailed reports (especially written by students) indi-
cate that not all groups underwent additional training
for the excursion to Kyiv in advance. Probably because
of the thick trees, the groups that looked at the monu-
ment from above did not distinguish it too much from
the general background. It was not the own sake of the
leaders to show the students the cross in the light of
electric lighting, which deeply impressed those who
saw it. Probably, those who had not enough time in
Kyiv did not always have the opportunity to wait for
the darkness to visit Volodymyrska hill.
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KiznoBa A. A. TIAM’ATHHUK CB. BOJTOAUMUPY XPECTUTEJIIO B 3BITAXITPO CTYAEHTCBKI
1 YUHIBCBKI EKCKYPCII 1O KUEBA MOYATKY XX CT.

Y emammi eusnauaromuvcs kao4wo8i 0cobaU80Cmi GKIIOUEHH nam SimHuK c8. Borodumupy Xpecmumento
00 36imie npo cmyOoeHmcoKi U yuHiecbKi exkckypcii 0o Kuesa na nouamky XX cm. 3 ypaxysanusm moeo,
wWo OpyKoM GUXOOUNU He BCi 36imu eKCKypcil, 010 onpaybo8aro onyonikosami 38imu 44 epyn i3 pizHux
micyesocmeti Pociticokoi imnepii. 12 epyn npeocmasnsinu enapxianvbHi ocinoui yuunuwa, 8 — 2iMHA3Ii,
8 — yeprosno-napagpisnvhi wiKonu, 6 — Oyx06Hi ceMiHapii, no 2 — OYXOGHI YUUIUUA MA PeabHl YUUIuwd,
no I — 0yxo8Hy axaoemito, WKOLY paMOmMu, HCIHOYY YEPKOBHO-8UUMENbCHKY WKOLY, 3ANi3HUYHE Yyuiuuye.
Mooicna 3pobumu 8UCHOBOK, W0 Nam SMHUK ceésmomy Bonooumupy 6y6 Heob08 s3K06010, NPOMINCHOI,
ane 8axCIUBOI0 YACMUHOIO MYPUCMUYHUX MaApWpymis, aAKi npoxoounu yepes Kuis. Ilam amuux posmiwjenuti
¥ Yin0006080 BIOKPUMOMY NPOCMOPI, Oe, Ha GIOMIHY 8I0 YepKeu Yu My3eio, He O)110 4epe08020 CIYIcUmens uu
npayisHuka, skui mie ou sycmpimu ma npoingopmysamu epyny. Omoice, me, 6 KUl 4ac CroOU NPUIKNCOICAIU
mypucmu, me, SIKi nam smky nompioro 6yno iogioamu 00 i NICIs, 3A1eHCal0 Hacamneped 8i0 KepiGHUKA
KOHKPemHOI epynu (00H020 3 BUKIAOAYI6 NeBHO20 HABUANbHO20 3aK1ady). Haiidoxnaouiwi 36imu (ocobaugo
mi, AKi Hanucaau 3000y8aui oceimu) c8iduame nNpo me, WO He 8Ci 2pynu 3a30a1e2iob NPouuLIu 000aAmKo8y
nioeomosky neped exckypcieio 0o Kuega. Moocnuso, uepes cycmi 0epesa epynu, siKi OUBURUCS HA NAM SIMHUK
38epxy, He Ha0MO BUOLTAIU 11020 Ha 3azanvHomy mai. He camoyinmo xepienuxie 6yio noxazysamu cmyoenmam
Xpecm y c8imili eleKmpuiHo20 0C8imIeHHs, AKe 2IUO0KO 8pa3uio mux, Xmo tiozo bauus. Hanesno, mi, komy
bpaxysano uacy Ha nepedysanns 6 Kuesi, ne 3a821cou Manu Moxicaugicms 004eKamucs mempasu, wjob nodysamu
Ha Bonooumupcwkiti 2ipyi. Ilepcnekmugnum € nopieHAHHA BKAIOYEHHS NAM AMHUKA ceamomy Bonooumupy
ma iHWUX nam ’smoK, po3mauio8anux y GIOKpUMOMY MICbKOMY NPOCMOpI, 00 36imié npo CMyOeHmMCbKi ma
VUYHIBCHKI eKCKYPCIl.

Kniouoesi cnosa: Kuis nouamky XX cm., mypucm, ekckypcis, nam smuuk ce. Borooumupy Xpecmumernio.
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